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Summer Newsletter???

| write this column in mid May. Trees are begin-
ning to bud, flowers to bloom. It has been a long
cold and wet spring. Hopefully as you read this
the sun has come out and is warming us all.

Spring has been
a traditional time
for home im-
provement proj-
ects, planting a garden, and taking care of the
lawn. Many of these things were pushed back
this year. Some put off until summer.

by Tim Ascher

It seems we have grown more patient, we have
been forced to. Like warm weather, our eco-
nomic recovery is working hard to get here, but
seems to tease us and then go cold. Our economy
has been growing, although slowly. Our weather
has gotten better, although slowly.

Unfortunately, we cannot do anything about the
weather. We can take ownership of our personal
economic situation. Many people have done
so and are now in much better shape than they
were 3 years ago as far as debt goes. They have
reduced their debt, and added to savings. (With
two children in college, | think | have gone the
other way.)

People are holding on to things longer, fix-
ing instead of buying

new. In a word we are maybe, just maybe start-
ing to act like we should have all along. We are
becoming, dare | say it, frugal. In the long run
this will prove very good for the economy.

In the past we would spend our way out of a re-
cession. We cannot anymore. That said, the real
estate market correction is probably over, prices
will begin to move up eventually. It is a great
time to buy, or build. You can now get much
more house for your dollar. This is a good thing.

Many deals are available in other sectors also.
If you have been putting off buying a car, boat
or doing the home fix up. The time to get the
great deals is running out. How much time is left
is anyone’s guess. Each day that passes gets us
closer to the day when prices begin to rise.

If you decide the time is right for the big pur-
chase you have been planning, and you will find
Shoreline willing to help. Rates are at all time
lows, another benefit of buying now.

Now if we could do something about the weath-
er.
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Summer Time

Summer is a time for enjoying life. After a cold
winter & wet spring, I for one am hoping for a
mild summer: not too warm, not too dry, just right.

Unfortunately we seem to be in a never-ending “fog-
gy season” when it comes to our economy. For some
these are good times, for some they are not, with the
dividing line whether or
not you are employed.

by Kenneth H. Beine Furthermore we are see-

President & CEO ing some strange situ-
ations.  The securities

markets have rebounded
for the most part but the housing market continues to
flounder. We are seeing jobs being added again but
the overall unemployment rate recently rose slightly.

Fresidents Ferspective

As to interest rates ... which impact every facet of our
operation and your lives ... they remain at all time
lows. The official FED funds rate dropped to a record
low of 0% - .25% and the Prime Rate bottomed out at
3.25% as of 4th qtr 2008. And they have stayed there.
No fluctuations in between. Not a single change now
for over two years.

Of course there are two sides to every story. There is
a saying “when all you have is lemons, make lemon-
ade”.

For those gainfully employed, it is a great time to
purchase real estate and/or refinance any past loan.
Come see us. Regardless of your credit rating, we can
likely find a way to save you some money.

Have a good “foggy season”,

Shares $ 95 million
Loans $ 91 million /em

Financial Highlights

Members 11,400
Assets $ 113 million
Capital $ 10.5 million
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’ '\ ’ How many times have you said, “I'm bored...and I want something fun to do’? When
. / Y/ J -~ fun things keep you busy, time goes ’by quickly. But when youre bored, time passes
really slowly. So the next time you re bored, use your imagination or give these
/ r ideas a try:
/ -\ »
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Create your own board game. First, sketch your idea on paper. Make up the
rules and figure out the obstacles to winning the game. Then transfer the game to
poster board or cardboard, design your own game money, and assemble prizes. You can also
use an existing board game and create new rules.

Make paper masks. Cut out two eyeholes in a paper plate and start creating. Use crayons, yarn, cotton balls, se-
quins, and markers to create scary and funny faces. Attach a stick or a plastic spoon to the bottom of the mask
for a handle. Make masks for everyone in your family. Get them together, award their masks, and take a fun
family portrait!

Hold an outdoor expedition. Dress appropriately, and take along a plastic bag to collect interesting leaves,
bark, flowers, twigs, rocks, and unusual items of nature such as empty exoskeletons, the hard outside parts of
insects and spiders. When you get back home dump your bag contents onto several large pieces of newspaper.
Check out your treasures and make a scrapbook record of your expedition.

Have a camp out in your kitchen. With permission, put an old sheet or blanket over your kitchen table to
make a tent. Invite a friend over and pull together camping gear such as flashlights, sleeping bags, and out-
door snacks. Turn out the lights and tell ghost stories. (Be sure clean up any messes when you're done.)

Life isn't boring if you just look around at all the possibilities
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It's the Middle of Summer

It’s the middle of summer — but, now if you hold the investment longer than a year, the tax rate is
is the time to take action so your return less than if you had the same amount of income as wages or
looks more like what you want come next interest! That break will continue for the next two years due to
spring when your return is prepared. With  the President signing the “extenders” bill last December. The
about half the year done, we can check to  key here is to hold the investment for at least one year to get
- see if it looks like things are going as ex- the favorable tax treatment. If you have short term gains (less
~ pected, or if action needs to be taken. Just than one year) those dollars will be taxed at whatever your
give us a call at income tax bracket rate is.

(920) 794-5566

to schedule an A tip for those retiring and starting social security payments:
appointment to Remember that some, none, or all of those payments may be
have one of the taxable, depending on your situation, and that the majority of
/d_ _“\\ tax advisors here the time, there is no tax withheld from your social security
'u‘ | look things over to checks unless you specifically ask for it. Tax planning is as

Finance Corner
by Terry Ostrander
President of L.LLT.S.

Lakeshore Investment, ENSUre there are no important at this time as well as planning for your retirement
Insurance & Tax Services DIg surprises when day. Don’t let the fact that you retired, and have started draw-
you file. ing social security, give you a big surprise when you file this
year. We can calculate approximate refunds and liabilities so
Some expiring credits that everyone that your first year retired, is not an expensive tax year for you.
needs to know about in the “make work
pay credit”. In both 2009 and 2010, One last item - if you receive correspondence from either the
workers received a tax credit of either IRS or the Wisconsin Department of Revenue, do not ignore
$400 for single filers or $800 for most couples. It applied to those letters. They can be confusing, but do not just toss them
only to wages. That credit ended, so in January, your with- and forget about them. Come and see us to help you with them
holding would have increased by a bit, but it remains to be because those two taxing authorities will absolutely not forget
seen whether your withholding will be enough to cover the about you!!
special tax credit that you had received.

As always, if you have any questions or need to make an ap-
Also remember that capital gains are not a bad thing, in fact, pointment, just give us a call at (920) 794-5566.

Preventive vs. Diagnostic Care

With all the talks on TV and changes in ing or follow up on a currently diagnoses condition like high
health coverage the questions that come up  blood pressure or cholesterol then that same test would most
more and more are, what services are con- likely be classified as diagnostic care.

sidered Preventive Care by my insurance? With new mandated benefits in insurance plans most services
And how do I know if my office visitis pre- billed as preventative will be covered 100% by your insur-
ventative or diagnostic? ance company.

The best way to help distinguish the dif- Some of the services generally covered as preventative care

ference is Preventive care is generally pre- for children under the age of 18 are;

cautionary. For an example, if your doctor Screening for lead exposure, cholesterol and lipid level

recommends the test because of our age or screening, developmental and behavioral assessments and
Ioswrance Corner ~ family his-  common immunizations like Influenza, chicken pox, polio,

by Chad Schwoerer tory  with measles, and mumps.

Revisiored R " no current
egistered Kepresentalive  qigns of 3 For adults 19 and older cholesterol and lipid level, diabetes

p— problem and routine blood screenings are also covered along with a
|‘@ this would in most cases list of immunizations similar to children under preventative
\ oy Al . . .
k=" Dbe classified as preventive care. As always please refer to your specific benefit book to
Lakeshore Investment, If the doct . hat i q tati lso talk t
Insurance & Tax Services CAr€: e doctor verify what is covered as preventative care, also talk to your
recommends the same doctor on what if any preventative services you need.
test to investigate symptoms you are hav-
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